The following ahadeeth are used to make claims on the supposed literacy of the prophet [

Bukhari 114: Narrated 'Ubaidullah bin "Abdullah: Ibn "Abbas said, "When the ailment of
the Prophet (is.2.) became worse, he said, ‘Bring for me (writing) paper and I will write for
you a statement after which you will not go astray.’ But "Umar said, ‘'The Prophet is
seriously ill, and we have got Allah's Book with us and that is sufficient for us.’' But the
companions of the Prophet (s5...) differed about this and there was a hue and cry. On that
the Prophet (sii.) said to them, ‘Go away (and leave me alone). It is not right that you
should quarrel in front of me." Ibn "Abbas came out saying, "It was most unfortunate (a
great disaster) that Allah's Messenger ('s.2.) was prevented from writing that statement
for them because of their disagreement and noise. (Note: It is apparent from this Hadith
that Ibn "Abbas had witnessed the event and came out saying this statement. The truth is
not so, for Ibn "Abbas used to say this statement on narrating the Hadith and he had not
witnessed the event personally. See Fath Al-Bari Vol. 1, p.220 footnote.) (See Hadith No.
228, Vol. 4).
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Muslim 1637b: Sa'id b. Jubair reported from Ibn Abbas that he said:

Thursday, and what about Thursday? Then tears began to flow until | saw them on his
cheeks as it they were the strings of pearls. He (the narrator) said that Allah's Messenger
(L) said: Bring me a shoulder blade and ink-pot (or tablet and inkpot), so that | write for
you a document (by following which) you would never go astray. They said: Allah's
Messenger (may peace upon him) is in the state of unconsciousness.
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Muslim 1637a: Sa'id b. Jubair reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said:

Thursday, (and then said): What is this Thursday? He then wept so much that his tears
moistened the pebbles. | said: Ibn ‘Abbas, what is (significant) about Thursday? He (Ibn
'Abbas) said: The illness of Allah's Messenger (:s..) took a serious turn (on this day),
and he said: Come to me, so that | should write for you a document that you may not go
astray after me. They (the Companions around him) disputed, and it is not meet to
dispute in the presence of the Apostle. They said: How is lie (Allah's Apostle)? Has he
lost his consciousness? Try to learn from him (this point). He (the Holy Prophet) said:
Leave me. | am better in the state (than the one in which you are engaged). | make a will
about three things: Turn out the polytheists from the territory of Arabia; show hospitality



to the (foreign) delegations as | used to show them hospitality. He (the narrator) said: He
(Ibn Abbas) kept silent on the third point, or he (the narrator) said: But | forgot that.
This hadith was mentioned through another chain.
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Muslim 1637c: Ibn Abbas reported:

When Allah’s Messenger (i.s.%) was about to leave this world, there were persons (around
him) in his house, 'Umar b. al-Kbattab being one of them. Allah's Apostle (is.%.) said:
Come, | may write for you a document; you would not go astray after that. Thereupon
Umar said: Verily Allah's Messenger (is5:%.) is deeply afflicted with pain. You have the
Qur'an with you. The Book of Allah is sufficient for us. Those who were present in the
house differed. Some of them said: Bring him (the writing material) so that Allah’s
Messenger (:s..) may write a document for you and you would never go astray after him
And some among them said what 'Umar had (already) said. When they indulged in
nonsense and began to dispute in the presence of Allah's Messenger (:s%.), he said: Get
up (and go away) 'Ubaidullah said: Ibn Abbas used to say: There was a heavy loss,
indeed a heavy loss, that, due to their dispute and noise. Allah's Messenger (25:%.) could
not write (or dictate) the document for them.
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Bukhari 4251: Narrated Al-Bara:

When the Prophet (.si2) went out for the "Umra in the month of Dhal-Qa'da, the people of
Mecca did not allow him to enter Mecca till he agreed to conclude a peace treaty with
them by virtue of which he would stay in Mecca for three days only (in the following
year). When the agreement was being written, the Muslims wrote: "This is the peace
treaty, which Muhammad, Apostle of Allah has concluded.” The infidels said (to the
Prophet), "We do not agree with you on this, for if we knew that you are Apostle of Allah
we would not have prevented you for anything (i.e. entering Mecca, etc.), but you are
Muhammad, the son of ‘Abdullah.” Then he said to "Ali, "Erase (the name of) 'Apostle of
Allah'." "Ali said, "No, by Allah, | will never erase you (i.e. your name)." Then Allah's
Messenger (i5:%) took the writing sheet...and he did not know a better writing..and he



wrote or got it the following written! "This is the peace treaty which Muhammad, the son
of "Abdullah, has concluded: "Muhammad should not bring arms into Mecca except
sheathed swords, and should not take with him any person of the people of Mecca even
if such a person wanted to follow him, and if any of his companions wants to stay in
Mecca, he should not forbid him." (In the next year) when the Prophet (s%) entered
Mecca and the allowed period of stay elapsed, the infidels came to "Ali and said "Tell
your companion (Muhammad) to go out, as the allowed period of his stay has finished."
So the Prophet (.ls:&.) departed (from Mecca) and the daughter of Hamza followed him
shouting "O Uncle, O Uncle!" "Ali took her by the hand and said to Fatima, "Take the
daughter of your uncle."” So she made her ride (on her horse). (When they reached
Medina) "Ali, Zaid and Ja'far quarreled about her. "Ali said, "l took her for she is the
daughter of my uncle."” Ja'far said, "She is the daughter of my uncle and her aunt is my
wife." Zaid said, "She is the daughter of my brother.” On that, the Prophet (.s.z%) gave her
to her aunt and said, "The aunt is of the same status as the mother."” He then said to "Ali,
"You are from me, and | am from you," and said to Ja'far, "You resemble me in
appearance and character,” and said to Zaid, "You are our brother and our freed slave."
“Ali said to the Prophet 'Won't you marry the daughter of Hamza?" The Prophet (s.z)
said, "She is the daughter of my foster brother."
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The claim is that the prophet, who Muslims posit was illiterate throughout his life, was actually
able to write perhaps later on, since he apparently said ‘bring for me paper and | will write it for
you’ and “messenger was prevented from writing that statement for them”.

Or

‘So that | write for you a document’

Or

“Took the writing sheet.. and he wrote (or got it written)”



This of course has huge implications on the deen: if the prophet was indeed able to write, then
he may have written the quran himself, or so the claim goes.

Claim: “The Prophet (saw) wanted to write before his death”

When the Prophet (saw) was ill before his death, he told / asked those around his deathbed to
bring him a sheet to write some instructions for them. It was narrated he said:
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"Bring me a shoulder blade and ink-pot (or tablet and inkpot), so that | write for you a document

(by following which) you would never go astray." (Sahih Muslim 1637 b)

The argument here is then the prophet was asking for writing materials to write something for
them, so he must have been literate to do this.

It is not uncommon to say something like, "the president wrote to so and so" meaning he
ordered someone to do so. For example, the prophet wrote messages to kings and the
narrations use the very same term (=) but the Prophet certainly appointed writers for this job
who wrote them on his behalf. (Tafseer al-Qurtubi, Vol. 13, p. 352)

This is supported by Ibn Hajar al-Asgalani's observation that in the normal course of events, the
Prophet (saw) appointed writers to write the revelation, messages to kings and contracts. It
would be unusual to say he wanted to write himself in his last death throes. (Ibn Hajar, Fath
al-Bari, Vol. 7, pp. 504-505)

There is no narration saying he actually wrote anything whilst there are many narrations where
he would ask others to write for him - this leaves this interpretation as highly doubtful.

Moreover, in Ibn Hajar’s Sharh of Bukhari 114:
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“His saying ‘=sV ... is figurative as well, that is, he is ordering (the scribe) what to write..
and in Al: hadeeth in Musnad Ahmad Ali was the one who was ordered to do that”

If we look at the Takhreej of the Ahadeeth, particularly those in Musnad Ahmad - we see in the
Sharh of Musnad Ahmad 1935 (Haashiyah Musnad al Imaam):
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“And “as! SV that is, | relay upon you what you are going to write.”
Furthermore, the Prophet (saw) was extremely ill as Aisha (ra) said:
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"The Messenger of Allah (saw) entered upon me, (supported) between two men, with his feet
making lines along the ground." (Ibn Majah Hadith 1686)

Moreover, in Bukhari 4459:

Narrated Al-Aswad:

It was mentioned in the presence of "Aisha that the Prophet (is:%) had appointed “Ali as
successor by will. Thereupon she said, "Who said so? | saw the Prophet, while | was
supporting him against my chest. He asked for a tray, and then fell on one side and
expired, and | did not feel it. So how (do the people say) he appointed "Ali as his successor?"
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In such a state, even if he was literate, he would not have been able to physically write
something of such importance. This would further suggest what he meant was 'he would ask
someone to write.', on top of the many Shurooh illuminating this.

Claim: “The Prophet (saw) wrote part of the Hudaybiyyah Treaty”



It was narrated regarding the Hudaybiyyah treaty:
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"When the agreement was being written, the Muslims wrote: "This is the peace treaty, which
Muhammad, Apostle of Allah, has concluded." The infidels said to him, "We do not agree with
you on this, for if we knew that you are Apostle of Allah, we would not have prevented you from
anything (i.e. entering Mecca, etc.), but you are Muhammad, the son of Abdullah." Then he said
to Ali, "Erase Apostle of Allah'." Ali said, "No, by Allah, | will never erase you (i.e. your name)."
Then Allah's Messenger (saw) took the writing sheet, and he did not know a better writing, and
he wrote the following: 'This is the peace treaty which Muhammad, the son of Abdullah..."
(Sahih al-Bukhari 4251)

The argument here is this demonstrates the Prophet (saw) could write.

This however does not give the full picture as it ignores other evidences that elaborate this
event in further detail.

Just like all the other nuances of the Arabic language, Scholars establish that the term (—)
appearing in this hadith has to be understood in light of other narrations, as narrations explain
one another, and context and corroboration matter with regards to the definitions of Arabic
terminology. They say he ordered Ali to write and others state he did not know the place of the
written line. It is narrated in al-Bukhari:
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"He (the Prophet) asked Ali to erase the expression of Apostle of Allah. On that Ali said, 'By
Allah, I will never erase it." Allah's Apostle said (to Ali), 'Let me see the phrase. When Ali
showed him the phrase, the Prophet (saw) erased the expression with his own hand." (Sahih
al-Bukhari 3184)

In the narration of Muslim, it says:
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"He (the Prophet) told Ali to strike out the words. Ali said: No, by Allah, | will not strike them out.
The Messenger of Allah (may Peace be upon him) said: Show me their place (on the
parchment). So Ali showed him their place and the Prophet struck them out; and Ali wrote: Ibn
Abdullah." (Sahih Muslim 1783c)



In the previous two narrations, the prophet could not recognize the written line and asked Ali to
show him the words.

In light of this narration, scholars establish the sentence in the first hadith, "Then Allah's
Messenger (saw) took the writing sheet" refers to the sentence in the other two clarifying
narrations: "he (the Prophet) struck them out," then Ali "he wrote" the rest. (al-Qurtubi, Ibn Hajar
and lbn Kathir)

The last line of the narration could be falsely predicated to posit that the prophet was the one
who wrote ‘lbn Abdullah’, but in reality, all the other narrations of this Hadeeth clearly elaborate

that it was actually Ali who wrote it, upon the Prophet's command.

The Prophet asked Ali where the line ‘Apostle of Allah’ was as he could not recognise it, then
the Prophet was shown it and he struck it off, and then had Ali write ‘Ibn Abdullah’.

In Fath al Bari:
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Ibn Hajar states: “so he said, ‘'so show me it’, so he was shown it, and the Prophet erased
it with his hand.”
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“And as for the story of Hudaybiyyah.. the writer in it is Ali, and it is stated in the Hadeeth
of Masoor that Ali is the one who wrote... and for the saying ‘<i<¥.. he returned it to Ali
and he (Ali) wrote.”

And Ibn Hajar goes onto elaborate and dismantle numerous weak and fabricated narrations
which somehow say the prophet wrote, such as:
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“And his saying to Mu’aawiyah.. {write the letters like this}.. and his saying ‘don’t lengthen
Bismillah’.. {and the prophet knew literacy} because he was given the knowledge of all things.
And the majority of the Ulama addressed the weakness in these Ahadeeth”

So any Hadith such as this, and the others that Ibn Hajar dissects, has been established by the
majority of the Ulama and Muhadditheen that they are weak and fabricated.

Conclusion of these claims

Both narrations, when reviewed in detail and contextualised, do not suggest the literacy of the
Prophet. In fact they show the converse - the prophet's illiteracy.



Let’'s approach these Ahadeeth from a slightly different angle now.
In the Quran, in verses 7:157, 29:48, and others, Allah mentions [
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Those who follow the Messenger, the Ummiyy (unlettered) prophet whom they find
written with them in the Torah and the Injil , and who bids them what is fair and forbids
what is unfair, and makes lawful for them good things, and makes unlawful for them
impure things, and relieves them of their burden, and of the shackles that were upon
them. So, those who believe in him and support him, and help him and follow the light
sent down with him, those are the ones who are successful.” 7:157

ty s - O VR I P PRt R
£A) (Grstladall GUDY 13) dllbay * Alall ¥ 5 G (ha “ALB (e 1510 S L

You (O Prophet,) have never been reciting any book before this, nor have you been
writing it with your right hand; had it been so, the adherents of falsehood would have
raised doubts. 29:48

Bukhari and Muslim, both knowing what these verses are saying - why would they put Ahadeeth
which supposedly say the prophet wrote in their Saheehayn? The two great imams who would
pray two Raka’at before putting each Hadith in their compilation - and who would leave out any
Munkar Ahadeeth that seem to be Ghareeb and strange, why would they include these
Ahadeeth in their books if they said the prophet was actually writing - but they left out the other
narrations which go into detail how the prophet apparently told people how to write the
alphabet and read some lines etc? It is common sense at this point, that if they excluded
reports which are clearly erroneous and fabricated that the prophet wrote things down, but they
included these Ahadeeth, that they knew these are not in reference to the Prophet himself
actually writing.

May Allah heal the brains of these claimants since rationale is clearly beyond them.



